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MEETINGS 
 

Main Monthly Meeting 
 
On Tuesday, December 10, the main FRC monthly 
meetings will be held at the Firehouse in King of 
Prussia.  The meeting will start at 8:00 with food 
and drink available prior to the start. The Fire House 
is located at 170 Allendale Road in King of Prussia, 
Pa. 19406.  If you’re coming up the expressway you 
exit at 202N and go to the third light (McDonalds on right corner) and TURN 
LEFT onto Allendale Road.  The firehouse is 1.5 blocks on the right.  Enter 
driveway and SLOWLY go to the rear of the station.  If you see COSTCO 
you've gone too far. 
 
 

 
 
FRC Pizza Blast 

 
Come join an always lively group of FRCers at the annual FRC Pizza Blast. 
 
Date:  Friday, December 27, 2002 
Time:  12 Noon 
Location:  Cross Roads Hotel in Hellertown, PA.  The Cross Roads is on PA 
Route 412 just south of I-78, a few miles south of Bethlehem.   
 
Talk-in:  W3OK/R 146.700 MHz, PL 151.4 
               K3LPR/R 146.775 MHz, no PL 
               W3FRC/R 147.27 MHz, no PL (may reach far enough north).   

 
 

T.I.T.S. meeting 
 

NOTE:  New Location!!! 
 
The Trexlertown International Transmitting Society has a 
new meeting place.  It's the Pied Piper / 76 House, located 
just down the road from the old location.  Location is on 
the Southwest corner of 222 and Route 100 at the traffic 
light. The meeting will be on Thursday, December 19 at 
12:00 noon. 

More meeting info on page 3 

CALENDAR 
 
December 2002: 
6-8        ARRL 160 Meter contest 
10          FRC Meeting, KofP, 8 PM 
14-15     ARRL 10 Meter contest 
19          T.I.T.S. meeting, Noon 
27          FRC Pizza Blast 
30          Rexy’s Holiday Meeting, 7PM 
 
January 2003: 
4-5        ARRL RTTY Roundup 
11-13     NA QSO Party, CW 
18-19     NA QSO Party, SSB 
24-26     CQ 160 Meter contest, CW 
 
February 2003: 
15-16     ARRL CW DX Test 
 
March 2003: 
1-2        ARRL SSB  DX Test 
 
 
 
 

CHANGES 
 

FRC new Web site location 
 

www.gofrc.org 
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President’s Column 

Great Job! 
 

But we are only half way done.  Sit down now and make a list of things you 
woulda, coulda, shuda done in the CW test.  I have to get a low band system to-
gether.  Maybe one of you low band big guns can give me an idea what might 
work.  Perhaps a vertical is the best from here.  There are no trees around…only a 

55’ tower.  Anyway jot down all your thoughts from the last two contests and see if you can motivate yourself to make 
whatever needs to be done to improve.  We looked really good for the SSB test and there are huge scores in the CW test 
from FRC land.  The next big test is ARRL CW and SSB.  While the weather is decent check on the tower(s).  See if 
anything is amiss.  While antenna work in January and February is the norm we all know it’s better to be on a tower or 
ground crew at 40 degrees instead of 17 degrees when the work will have to wait to unthaw.  GO FRC!! 
 
The holiday season is here.  The Pizza Bash in Hellertown and the more reserved Holiday Party at Rexy’s are on the 
agenda this month.  Information on the parties is on the web site and elsewhere in this edition.  
 
Mats is hard at work updating the website.  If you have photos or other contributions for the site forward them to the 
webmaster, mats4d@yahoo.com.  I am taking care of the club news and the gear for sale sections so if you have those 
items forward them to me at doug@w3cf.com.  The new members only area is password protected.  You will be asked to 
register for access to the site.  There are only two lines to provide, ID and password.  Ideas for the new members only 
area are welcomed and appreciated.  
 
Have a safe and happy holiday Season 
 
73,W3CF 
 
 
 
 

FRC Golf Club Covers 
 
W3CF found out that his bud can monogram golf head covers for us.  As these have to be mono-
grammed before assembly, there is a minimum order of 144.  Most of us could use 3 or 4.  It would 
be neat to have head covers with the FRC logo and your call sign, just like the FRC QSL cards.  
These are 12" sleeves, so graphite shafts are protected too.  You select what number you want on 
top of the head cover.  They are $15 each.  Can we get enough interest to do this?  Let Tony, 
N2TK know if anyone is interested and how many.   

 
 

Happy Holidays 
 
 



More Meeting Info 
 
 
 

Rexy Meeting B 
 
The Rexy's FRC Meeting B meets after the main FRC meeting on the second Tuesday of 
each month, and at about 8 PM on the fourth Tuesday of each month. 
 
 
 

 
 
 

NYC FRC Meeting 
 
 

The next NYC meeting will be on Wednesday January 15th at the Jerusalem II restau-
rant on Broadway between 37th and 38th street.  The meeting is open to all Hams and 
is attended by members of both FRC and YCCC.  The topics will be the usual ham ra-
dio talk: contesting, antennas, DXpeditions, and equipment.  If anyone would like to 
give a presentation please let me know and I will make arrangements.  
 
Please forward this message to any ham who would be interested.  
 
For directions contact Zev Darack, N2WKS: n2wks@arrl.net  
 
January 15th, 2003  
7PM to 8:30PM 
Jerusalem II  
1375 Broadway  
New York, NY  
212-398-1475 
 
 

FRC North Meeting Report 
 
The first meeting of FRC North at the Powerhouse restaurant at exit 273 of Route 80 just west of the 
Poconos was a rousing success.  I had driven past this restaurant many times and had found the fire-
house meetings and FRC West meetings a bit of a long drive.  The restaurant is a converted steam/ 
coal/electric plant for the White Haven sanatorium (TB, later mentally challenged).  It is somewhat 
upscale, about $15 a person.  
 
Attendees included KC3WX, K3MD, AI3R, AI3Q, K3II and XYL, K3ANS and XYL, and K3YD.  
 
Conversations included antenna discussions, DXpeditions, VHF/ UHF, preferred rigs, who knows who, Day-
ton, DXing, etc.  A good time was had by all by initial reports.  Next planned meeting will be tentatively in 
May, a few weeks before WPX CW (Memorial Day), most likely on a Sunday evening.  
 
73, John K3MD 
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Station    QSOs    Zones    Cntrys       Class       Score 
AA1K      2,124      158         578            AA          4,384,182 
AA3B       2,022      135         505            AA          3,681,920 
K2NG                    163         646            AA          5,080,000 
K2NJ       1,027                                      AA          1,150,000 
K2OWE  1,269     128          500            MS          2,238,192 
             Ops       K2OWE K2JF N2NRD 
K2PS                                                     AA             478,504 
K2SWZ        45       13            22            L28                3,745 
K2UT          924    106          373            AA          1,234,383 
K3ANS    3,206     165          634           MM         7,037,592 
   Ops    K3ANS K3XC KB3CBO KC3WX N3MX W0RSJ 
             W3ZL WF3H 
K3BSA 1                                                MS             711,620 
             Ops       K3JLK WB3BSA 
K3CP                                                        A          1,388,475 
K3CT                                                    MM         1,428,450 
             Ops       K3CT K3II K3VA 
K3JG                                                     AA          1,025,120 
K3MD      1,366     124         410               A          2,048,424 
K3NM      1,464     122         470            AA          2,487,582 
K3PP       2,017      149         575            AA          4,099,288 
K3TEJ                                                      A          1,632,312 
K3WW    2,623      161         627            AA          5,815,440 
KB3FEE                                                 LA                   189 
KD2P                                                      AA            111,585 
KD3RF/VE2                                           M2        1,109,548 
             Ops       K3FMQ KD3RF KD3TB 
KQ2M     3,945     157         583                 A        8,162,940 
KQ3F       1,643      134      1,465              AA        2,797,929 
KQ3V                                                         A        2,591,944 
KU3X         656                                        AA           571,216 
N1RK       1,375    127         468              AA        2,294,262 
N2CQ         380        56         199               LA          272,085 
N2LT       1,673      115         398                  A       2,450,088 
N2MM     2,538      146         547               AA       4,984,056 
N2MR      1,072        92         335                  A       1,279,719 
N2NT       4,711     165         661              MM      10,715,698 
             Ops       N2NT N2NU N2WKS W2RQ WW2Y 
N2RM      5,895     175         701              MM      14,082,576 
N2SS        1,295     129         462               AA       2,171,334 
N2VM                                                          A            27,904 
N3AD       3,493      154         575              MM      7,098,273 
             Ops       N3AD K3ZV N3DXX N3RG 
N3EA                                                           A            43,890 
N3KR         723        84         290                  A          742,000 
N3MX                                                        LA           35,640 
N3NA          952      124         419                AA      1,457,412 
N3NS       1,393      112         382                   A      1,935,986 
             Ops       K3IPK 
N3OW                                                          A         335,522 
N3RJ         770        79         272                   A         772,902 
N3RS      5,289      172         689                M2      12,968,220 
   Ops    N3RS N2ED N2SR N3RD W8FJ WA3LRO 

Station    QSOs    Zones    Cntrys       Class       Score 
N3RW                                                  L28        113,331 
N3ZA        880        128         465          AA     1,430,909 
NA2U     1,300        117         441          AA     2,053,440 
NE3F     2,105        149         545          MS     4,082,802 
   Ops    NE3F K3ATO KA3GWA KS3F NT3V NZ3G 
NO2R    1,900        139         558          AA     3,770,073 
NY3C                                                     AA        655,452 
NZ3O     1,125        126         462          AA     1,826,328 
P40W     4,427        124         437          LA     7,300,854 
             Op        W2GD 
V47KP                                                      A     6,807,552 
             Op        W2OX 
V47NS                                                    M2  12,704,976 
             Ops       K2DM K3ZM V44NK W4GK W9NY 
VP5T     8,136       126          451          MM  10,756,434 
             Ops       N2VW WA2VYA 
W1GD   2,040       140          526           AA    3,864,798 
W2EN                                                     AA    2,050,515 
W2LE                                                        A       552,848 
W2RD      818       124          385           AA    1,178,844 
W2RDS  1,015        93          327            LA   1,197,840 
W2TV     1,060      118          427            AA   1,608,295 
W2UDT    523                       308            AA      439,516 
W2UP        975        90          329            AA   1,168,591 
W2YC    1,355      128          481            AA   2,306,829 
W2YR                                                     AA        46,200 
W2ZQ                                                     MS   2,402,989 
             Ops       K2QM KC2DLA 
W3AP    1,177         93          318               A   1,366,986 
W3BEN    204         45          119               A       87,024 
W3BGN                                                      A   4,521,940 
W3BYX    401         56          182               A      259,000 
W3EA     1,445      116          386            AA   2,090,328 
W3FV     1,355      118          423            AA   2,068,784 
W3FVT                                                   AA      675,432 
W3GM    1,334      129          478            AA   2,278,071 
             Op K3ND 
W3MF    1,471      130          473            AA  2,509,083 
W3OV       734        80          260            AA     707,540 
W3PP     3,841      164          660            MM 8,453,416 
 Ops  W3PP K3FT KD5FWV N3HUV N3KW N3ME 
             N3ONM N3PT N6ZO NW3Y W2GJ W3IZ 
             WB4FDT WK2W WV8RS 
W3TT                                                       LA         5,440 
             Op N9GG 
W8FJ                                                       AA        46,104 
WP2Z                                                     MM    ,798,784 
             Ops       K3NZ K3OO N2TK 
WT3P     1,072        96          351            AA   1,346,364 
WT3Q    1,468      117          366            MS   2,027,634 
             Ops       WT3Q K3OX KA2AEV 
WT3W    1,392      124          443            AA   2,237,382 
                                            Total    231,736,876 

FRC 2002 CQWW SSB Claimed Scores 
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Ed. Note:  Reprinted with permission of K8CC. 
 
 
For many years I’ve used a shunt-fed tower as the 160M transmit antenna at K8CC.  The antenna has always worked 
supremely well for us, and since it utilizes an existing structure (at K8CC, the tower holding the 15M yagi stack) it adds 
no additional interactions with other antennas (important at a multi-multi contest station). 
 
One aspect of a shunt-fed tower is that in virtually all cases, a high voltage capacitor is needed at the feedpoint to cancel 
out the inductive reactance of the shunt feed.  I originally used a large air variable, but experienced problems with arcing 
which was fixed by switching to a high voltage vacuum variable capacitor. 
 
One ongoing problem concerned providing an enclosure to protect the capacitor from the elements.  Over the years an 
assortment of plastic refrigerator boxes, Tupperware and such were used, but each would eventually break down from 
exposure to the sun’s UV rays and fall apart. 
 
I recently had to replace my mailbox after some teenage hooligans blew it up as a prank.  A trip to the local Home Depot 
yielded a plastic replacement mailbox for only $5.77.  The suitability of the mailbox for use as an enclosure for my 
shunt-feed capacitor was not lost on me.  My previous mailbox (the same type) always did a pretty good job of keeping 
my mail dry, as long as the mailman closed the door properly.    The box was big enough to enclose my big vacuum 
variable, so another was purchased. 
 
The photo to the left shows the completed installation.  Steel angle stock mounts to the tower legs with U-bolts, while 
the mailbox is supported by stainless steel hardware and threaded standoffs.  Holes were cut out of the bottom of the 
mailbox to clear the ceramic insulator for the shunt wire and the SO-239 connector for the coaxial feedline.  These open-
ings will also permit any liquid from humidity or condensation to drain from the mailbox without effect. 
 
The photo at right shows the mounting of the capacitor on a plate within the mailbox.  The mounting bolts pass through 
the aluminum plate on which the capacitor is mounted, through the bottom of the mailbox to the angle stock.  The plate 
provides a conductive mounting point for the coax connector.  By mounting the capacitor such that the shaft points to-
ward the open end of the mailbox, it may be  adjusted simply by opening the door. 
 
The mailbox-turned-capacitor cover has only been in use for a short time, but it has already endured some Michigan fall 
rains and kept the capacitor high and dry.  The UV-resistant plastic construction of the mailbox should provide many 
years of service.  □ 

Low Cost Antenna Enclosure 
By Dave Pruett, K8CC    k8cc@comcast.net 
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From Bob, KQ2M: 
 
Anthony, KG2MY, kindly walked me through this procedure to make my Win98 computer boot into DOS directly: 
 
1) Get to the C:\  
2) At the C:\, type ATTRIB -H -R -S MSDOS.SYS  
3) At the C:\ type EDIT MSDOS.SYS  
4) In the MSDOS.SYS file, change the BOOTGUI=1 to BOOTGUI=0  
5) After BOOTGUI=0, add the line: Logo=0 (this prevents the Windows 98 from appearing)  
6) Save the file and exit to the C:\  
7) At the C:\, type ATTRIB +H +R +S MSDOS.SYS  
8) At the C:\ type EXIT 
9) Reboot the computer. 
 
This worked for my Win98 computer (which now boots directly into DOS). When I want to go to back into Windows 
98, I simply type WIN. 
 
 
Have a tip you’d like to share?  Simply send it to KQ3F and it’ll be published in the newsletter. 

 
 
 
 
 

SCHEDULE IT NOW! 
 
 
 

 
 

ARRL 
 
CW:     February 15-16, 2003 
 
SSB:     March 1-2, 2003 

SK 
 

WB2K 
 
John A. Ross, IV (WB2K) was a member of your 
club for a while and was very into amateur radio. 
John passed away on November 1 after an extended 
period in the hospital.  
 

W3GU/W3GHM 
 
Harry Yust, W3GU and W3GHM became a silent 
key on November 28 at age 82 He had been in an 
Orlando Fla. hospital for the past 10 weeks and in 
intensive care for 3 weeks with an undetermined ill-
ness. Harry was a member of FRC prior to World 
War II and always a avid contester for the club.  
 
He leaves his wife Mary, two daughters, three sons, 
and many grandchildren. He had been living in 
Florida for several years and his address is on the 
inactive list of the club roster. 
 
As a point of interest. In the early 50's FRC meet-
ings were held for a time at his place of business on 
Rising Sun Ave. in Philadelphia. 
 
Information from John, W3KV 

Technical Tips 



                             The Frankford Radio Club 
 
Club Officers 

President, W3CF, Doug Priest…...…..............… 215-361-9989 
Vice Pres, N3BNA, Dale Long ..…........…….… 717-626-8794 
Secretary, K3ZV, John Lindmeier ….....…..……215-632-2919  
Treasurer, K2QM, Dan Marlow .....….............…609-683-5633  

Committee Chairman 
Repeater, K3NL, Nick Leipold ........................… 610-449-8910 
Packet, N3RD, Dave Hawes ........................…… 610-935-2684 

     Activities, W2OX, Alex Aimette ...…..............… 215-721-1453 
Awards, W3IZ, Norm Fusaro …......................… 215-795-0390 
Membership, K3ANS, Bill Goodman ...…........... 610-258-5063 

Newsletter & Roster 
Editor, KQ3F, Joe Stepansky ..........................… 717-657-9792 

Email: kq3f@comcast.net 
Printing, K3ZV, John Lindmeier ....…......…........215-632-2919  

Repeater 
2 meters, 147.27/147.87 
Output PL tone, 114.8 
Home Page 
www.frc-contest.org 
Meetings 
Meetings are held on the 2nd Tuesday of each month (Sep through 
May) at 8 PM at the Philadelphia College of Pharmacy and Science, 
43rd and Kingsessing Street, Philadelphia. Summer meetings are held 
at member homes (one Saturday/ Sunday per month). 
 

 
 
 
Packet Cluster 
Contest/DX System 
 
144.910  N2MT 
144.930  W3FRC 
145.650  K2TD 
144.950  KD3CN 
145.530  K3WW 
145.530  AA1K 
145.530  K2SG 
145.570  WT3Q 
145.570  K2TW 
145.590  N2NT 
144.950  K3GYS 
145.710  W3EA 
145.730  N2BIM 
147.495  W3MM 
145.670  W3PP 
441.050  W3MM 
445.525  K3GYS 
445.525  W3EA 
445.850  N3BNA 
..TBA    N3ED 

In This Issue 
 
 
MEETING INFO 
 
FRC GOLF CLUB COVERS 
 
CQWW SSB SCORES 
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TECHNICAL TIP 
 
AND MORE! 
 
 
 

Deadline for January issue:
Sunday, December 29 
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